
India Tribune August 12, 2011  14

COMMUNITY

Mahila Mandal organizes picnic
Chicago: A summer picnic
was organized by Mahavir
Mahila Mandal of Chicago in
Saltcreek Park Forest pre-
served located in the town of
Wooddale recently. More than
125 members, including their
spouse participated in the
enjoyable event.
During the day, various kinds

of games were organized and
all the people, who were pres-
ent, participated in them.
During the lunchtime,  differ-
ent kinds of food items
and drinks were served to the
participants. The food items
that were in great demand
were  watermelon and sweet
corn cooked on the preheated
grill.  

In the evening a light dinner
was served to all. Rashmiben
Shah, president of Mahavir
Mahila Mandal,  said:  “We
are arranging summer picnic
annually for our members for
their enjoyment because most
of the members of our associ-
ation are busy with their fami-
lies. The Mandal is also
arranging different kinds of
programs and trips for the
members and  their families
during summer vacation,
though  we have limited
resources. However, we are
doing every thing which is
best in the interest of mem-
bers. It is a plus point for us
that all the members are sup-
portive to our efforts.”

The particepants enjoying food.

Gujarati Samaj of St. Louis  hosts picnic
St. Louis: Gujarati Samaj of
St. Louis organized an annual
picnic at McDonald Park here
on July 23.   As many as 200
members, friends, and well-
wishers participated in the
picnic. 
The food team was ready

with Chat Papdi, Bhel Puri,

watermelons, corn,  and ice
snow cones  as the partici-
pants started arriving at the
picnic site.
The temperature was in 100

degrees F, and enough water
and drinks, with paper cups
and  paper towels were
stacked to supply to the needy

participants throughout the
day. 
All along the event, many

Indian games and sports, such
as cricket, volleyball, water
balloons and other enjoyable
games were played. The
Indian food items like
Khichadi, Vegetable Shaak,

Indian popular Chhach
(butter-milk) and Athanu
(Achar) were served all
participants.
The picnic was celebrat-

ed successfully and it was
enjoyed by all the guests
due to  dedication and
hard work by  members,
volunteers, officers  of
Gujarati Samaj of St.
Louis.Left: Women enjoying picnic; Right: Food is being prepared.

Global Gayatri Pariwar 
celebrates Guru Purnima 

Chicago: The Global Gayatri
Pariwar-Chicago under the
able guidance of  Kusum Patel
celebrated Guru Purnima to
pay homage to Acharya Shree
Ram Sharmaji Maharaj in the
presence of dedicated disciples
from different parts of Illinois
State here on July 24.   The
main events include a 108
Kundi Gayatri
Yagya and an anti-
corruption proces-
sion. The celebra-
tion was also a part
of the year-long
birth centenary of
Acharya Shree
Ram Sharmaji
Maharaj.  
All the devotees,

including the main yajmans,
Dr. Kallol Guha and.Shukla
Guha, offered their aahutis in
the yagya. The pragya sangeet,
pravachans and the description
of the mantras by Kusum Patel
along with Harshaben Thakker
and other musicians created
the a perfect foundation of the
event. Gayatri Mantra, Maha
Mrityunjaya Mantra and the
most powerful Gayatri Tantra
Aahutis were offered with the
Vedic style of recitation by
Rajni Bhai Modi.  
The Global Gayatri Pariwar

has always supported Baba
Ramdev, Anna Hazare and Dr.
Kiran Bedi, and has been a

part of their mission against
the black money and corrup-
tion in India  
Dr. Subramanian Swamy, a

visiting professor at the
Harvard University and India’s
former Union Cabinet
Minister of Commerce, Law
and Justice,   also participated
in the celebration and

addressed the
gathering saying
that despite  its
rich culture, India
was suffering  from
the problems of
c o r r u p t i o n
indulged in by
politicians and
officials, and
stashing of black

money in foreign banks by
unscrupulous people.
The Guru Mantra was recita-

tion by a talented child, Niyati
Rana, daughter of Maunak
Rana. The decoration work
was appreciated, which was
done by a team of hard work-
ing devotees  like Dallu Bhai,
Nanu Bhai, Shashikant Bhai
and Meenaben.  
Aarti was performed and

Maha Prasad was served to all
the devotees. 
For more information,  please

call Global Gayatri Pariwar-
Chicago at 847-692-7712 or
Gayatri Shakti Peeth-Chicago
at 773-467-4878.

Dr. Subramanian Swami
honoring Kusum Patel.

NATA organizes three charity events in Atlanta
BY RAVI R. PONANGI

Atlanta, GA: North American
Telugu Association (NATA)
organized three charity events
on July 30 and 31 here as
part of its community out-
reach program. The three
events were multi-specialty
health fair on July 30 in
Hindu temple of Atlanta,
Riverdale, a fundraiser in
Sai Murali restaurant;  and a
golf outing on July 31.  
The health fair was stated

to have benefited over 300
people. The health fair was
organized by the NATA
team led by Dr. Sujatha Reddy
through the SAI health

fairs in Atlanta. The fair
helped many visiting parents
and uninsured people, said
NATA president A.V.N.

Reddy. Thirty-eight dedicated
physicians from 19 different
specialties, six dedicated
nurses and technicians, and

40 dedicated volunteers pro-
vided their services at the
fair.
NATA’s  fundraiser was

attended by 300 community
members. Ghantasala
Ratna Kumar, son of
famous Indian singer and
music composer of Telugu
films, late Ghantasala
Venkateswara Rao,  was the
chief guest and made the
event a memorable one. He

enthralled the audiences with
some of golden melodies
from bygone era. Venkat
Chennubhotla, Phani Dokka
and Ramesh Duvvuru coordi-
nated the NATA Day musical
night. 
NATA proposes to preserve

Ghantasala’s  memorabilia.
The cost of the project is
expected to be less than
$15,000, which will become a
priceless historical place in
Hyderabad for many people
to visit and enjoy.
NATA also organized a char-

ity golf outing as part of
its mission to reach out to
the community in recreation
and charity. Net proceeds
from the golf event would
benefit the eye camps in
rural villages of Andhra
Pradesh, said the NATA
regional vice president Bala
Indurti.  The golf outing was
held at Bear’s Best Atlanta
Golf Club, Suwanee. The pro-
gram began at 7:00 a.m. The
golf tournament was very
impressive, 72 players partici-
pated,  and several more
watched it. Mayor Dave
Williams of  City of Suwanee
was the chief guest.

NATA president Reddy honoring
Ghantasala Ratna Kumar.

Meera drama enthralls Greenville audience
BY NALINI RAJA

Greenville, SC: The Vedic
Center of Greenville, SC, and
Subrang Arts Production from
London, UK,  jointly present-
ed  Meera, a dance drama per-
formance at the Furman
University here on July 23. 
People traveled long dis-

tances to witness this spectac-
ular dance drama, which
charts the history of leg-
endary Meerabai, a Rajput
princess, poet and devotee of
Lord Krishna. A cast of over
50 performers, lighted up the
stage with glittering costumes

and colorful acts bringing
endearing characters from the
mythological archives alive
and casting a spell of rare clas-
sical charm. Well-known
singers like Suresh Wadker
and Sadhana Sargam and
many more provided the
vocals.
Dances were well choreo-

graphed by Harsha Amin with
Ashit Desai as the music direc-
tor and Lata Desai as the
chairperson.
A splendid array of back-

drops made this a very nostal-
gic and a colorful show. 

Devotees performing yagya.


